Fear-potentiated startle in rats.
Fear-potentiated startle measures the increase in the startle reflex elicited by a sudden noise in the presence of a cue that has previously been paired with footshock. It involves an initial training session in which a cue, such as a light, is paired with footshock, and then a later test session in which startle is elicited in the presence or absence of the cue. It thus involves associative learning, memory for that association measured during the retention test, and conditioned fear in the presence of the cue. Drugs that interfere with learning, memory, or fear and anxiety can alter fear-potentiated startle depending on when they are given with respect to training and testing.